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FACTS  ABOUT  HOUSTON  GARDENS 


Houston,  Texas 


Official  Name: 


Location : 


Houston  Gardens. 

In  Harris  County,  southeastern  Texas,  2  miles  from  the  city 
limits  of  Houston. 


Number  of  Units: 
History  of  Pro.ject 


Purpose  of  Project 


Project  Description: 


100  houses,  each  with  poultry  house,  garage  and  barn. 

Houston  Gardens  was  initiated  by  the  Division  of  Subsis- 
tence Homesteads  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  in  the 
winter  of  1933.     It  was  transferred  to  the  Resettlement 
Administration  by  Executive  Order,  May  15,  1935,  and  com- 
pleted on  November  16  of  that  year. 

A  subsistence  homesteads  community,  the  Houston  Gardens 
project  will  provide  homes  for  low-income  families  employed, 
full  or  part-time,  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  estab- 
lishments of  Houston.     It  is  providing  better  housing  and 
living  conditions  and  is  giving  the  homesteaders  an  oppor- 
tunity to  increase  their  incomes  by  the  production  of  a  large 
portion  of  their  food  supply  in  home  gardens. 

A  tract  of  320  acres  whose  soil  is  a  light  sandy  loam  suit- 
able for  the  production  of  truck  garden  vegetables,  berries 
and  fruit,  was  selected  as  the  project  site.    The  area  has 
been  divided  into  100  homesites,  ranging  from  2  to  5  acres, 
and  approximately  51  acres  were  allotted  to  roads,  parks 
and  a  community  building  site.     Each  homesite  has  12  fruit 
and  nut  trees  and  a  chicken  yard  50  feet  square  with  proper 
fencing.     Water  is  supplied  from  a  project  well,  pump,  and 
elevated  steel  tank  located  in  the  project  park  area.  Indi- 
vidual septic  tanks  dispose  of  sewage.     Gas  and  electricity 
are  furnished  by  a  private  utility  and  telephone  service  is 
available . 


H^use  Description : 


The  houses  are  of  one-story  frame  construction,  either  clap- 
board or  shingle,  and  have  no  basements.     They  vary  in  size 
and  80  houses  are  of  4  rooms  and  20  of  5  rooms.     They  are 
fully  equipped  with  modern  conveniences  which  include  bath- 
rooms, kitchens,  adequate  closets,  porches,  fireplaces  and 
gas  hot  water  heaters. 
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Tbe  Homesteaders:  All  family  heads  selected  for  occupancy  on  the  project 

were  employed  in  the  commercial  and  trade  establishments 
in  and  near  the  city  of  Houston.    The  resultant  group  of 
homesteaders  were  young,  the  largest  number  falling  into 
the  25-35  year  age  group,  and  representative  of  the  "white 
collar"  working  class.    In  keeping  with  the  occupations 
of  bookkeeper  and  salesman,  which  groups  included  the 
largest  number  of  residents,  all  the  occupants  have  had 
some  educational  training  and  more  than  one-half  of  the 
total  number  reported  high  school  attendance.    All  except 
two  homesteaders  reported  that  they  were  regularly  employed 
at  the  time  of  application.    The  remaining  two  were  employed 
in  seasonal  occupations.    The  fact  that  95  of  the  men  and 
75  of  the  women  were  either  raised  on  farms  or  had  definite 
farming  experience  augurs  well  for  the  success  of  the  pro- 
ject as  a  subsistence  homesteads  community. 

Results  of  Project:        This  project  is  100  per  cent  occupied  and  the  resident 

families  are  using  their  subsistence  plots  for  the  purpose 
intended. 

There  is  an  excellent  spirit  of  cooperation  among  the  home- 
steaders.   Homestead  payments  are  now  being  made  in  a  satis- 
factory manner  and  the  project  is  operating  within  its  own 
budget . 
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